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PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
As the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Regional Transportation Planning Agency 
(RTPA) for the Stanislaus Region, the Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG) is required by 
federal regulations (23 US.C. 450.334) to develop an annual listing of federally funded projects 
during Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2017/18 (October 1, 2017 – September 30, 2018).  Specifically, 
states and MPOs must produce: 

 
“(a) In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90 calendar 
days following the end of the program year, the State, public transportation 
operator(s), and the MPO(s) shall cooperatively develop a listing of projects 
(including investments in pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation 
facilities) for which funds under 23 U.S.C. or 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 were obligated 
in the preceding program year. 
 
(b) The listing shall be prepared in accordance with §450.314(a) and shall include 
all federally funded projects authorized or revised to increase obligations in the 
preceding program year, and shall at a minimum include the TIP information 
under §450.326(g)(1) and (4) and identify, for each project, the amount of Federal 
funds requested in the TIP, the Federal funding that was obligated during the 
preceding year, and the Federal funding remaining and available for subsequent 
years. 
 
(c) The listing shall be published or otherwise made available in accordance with 
the MPO(s) public participation criteria for the TIP. 
 
[81 FR 34135, May 27, 2016, as amended at 81 FR 93473, Dec. 20, 2016; 82 FR 
56545, Nov. 29, 2017].” 

 
Federal “obligation” represents the federal government’s commitment to pay or reimburse state 
and/or local agencies for the eligible costs of the federal share.  Recognizing that only federal 
dollars (not including state or local funds) are identified in this report, the amounts shown may 
not be equal to the total project cost.    
 
This report is designed to address these federal requirements by listing federal funded 
transportation projects in the Stanislaus County region that were obligated in Fiscal Year 
2017/18.  Obligation of federal funds indicates a project received a commitment from the Federal 
government to reimburse lead agencies for the federal costs of the project for the particular 
phase of the project that is ready to move forward.  Obligations do not necessarily represent the 
total cost of the project, nor does it indicate an expenditure of dollars.  It also does not signify 
project initiation or completion in that year.  
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ABOUT THE STANISLAUS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

StanCOG is the Stanislaus Region's Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Regional 
Transportation Planning Authority (RTPA).  StanCOG is a council of city and county governments 
comprised of the Cities of Ceres, Hughson, Modesto, Newman, Oakdale, Patterson, Riverbank, 
Turlock, Waterford and the County of Stanislaus.  The agency is governed by a 16-member policy 
board consisting of representatives from each of StanCOG’s ten Member Agencies and an ex-
officio Caltrans delegate.  StanCOG is responsible for the coordination and allocation of federal 
and state funds to transportation and transit projects throughout the Stanislaus Region.  
 
StanCOG is designed to be the central link between local governments within Stanislaus County. 
StanCOG serves to facilitate intergovernmental communication to gain a comprehensive 
understanding of local needs and priority transportation projects.  From this collaborative effort, 
StanCOG coordinates transportation planning and funding resources to a variety of 
transportation projects that address regional and local transportation needs and objectives. 
 
THE STANCOG POLICY BOARD 

StanCOG is governed by a decision-making body called the Policy Board.  It is comprised of sixteen 
elected officials from StanCOG member agencies, and a Caltrans ex-officio delegate.  This 
includes five representatives from the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors, three 
representatives from the Modesto City Council, and one representative from each of the other 
eight City Councils in Stanislaus County.  A California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
representative serves as an “ex-officio” member on the Policy Board.  The Policy Board guides 
policy making decisions through a collaborative and cooperative process to include interests and 
resources from each local jurisdiction.  The Board establishes the direction and immediate 
policies for transportation improvement projects proposed and planned. 
 
StanCOG also works with several advisory committees that assist the StanCOG Policy Board in 
developing and enacting policies.  These committees have been developed to assist with the 
development and implementation of policies that StanCOG directly oversees.  These Advisory 
Committees include:  
 

❖ The Executive Committee consists of five members of the StanCOG Policy Board:  two 
representatives from the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors, one representative 
from the City of Modesto, and two representatives from the other Cities.  The Chair and 
Vice-Chairperson of the Policy Board are ex officio two of the five members of the 
Executive Committee, representing their respective Member Agencies, and also serve as 
the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Committee.  This committee 
reviews and makes recommendations to the Policy Board regarding executive level 
financial and administrative matters. 

❖ The Management and Finance Committee (MFC) is composed of each City 
Manager/Administrator from the nine cities in Stanislaus County and the Chief 
Administrative Official of the County of Stanislaus.  The MFC provides recommendations 
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to the StanCOG Policy Board on financial matters related to transportation projects and 
programs in the Stanislaus region. 

❖ The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) provides feedback to the Policy Board. from the 
viewpoint of the public, on matters related to transportation activities in the Stanislaus 
region.  The ten members of the CAC consist of one representative from each of the ten 
jurisdictions in the region. 

❖ The Social Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC), is to annually identify and 
review transit needs and make recommendations to the Policy Board regarding unmet 
transit needs and any other major transit issue.  The SSTAC consists of members 
representing the elderly, persons with disabilities, persons of limited means, private and 
public social service agencies, transit riders, public transit operators and the consolidated 
transportation service agency (CTSA). 

❖ The Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) provides input to the Policy Board on 
matters related to bicycle and pedestrian needs or concerns.  It also provides advice on 
the development of the StanCOG Non-Motorized Transportation Plan.  The ten members 
of the BPAC consist of a representative from each of the ten jurisdictions in the region. 

❖ The Valley Vision Stanislaus Steering Committee advises the StanCOG Policy Board on 
issues related to the development of the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) as part 
of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  It consists of up to 21 members.  Tier I 
members include one representative from each of the 10 StanCOG Member Agencies, 
one representative from the Local Agency Formation Commission, and one 
representative from the StanCOG Policy Board.  Tier II members may be appointed as 
needed from each of the following:  the Citizens Advisory Committee, Health Industry, 
Agriculture Industry, Environment/Conservation, Economic Development, Building 
Industry, Education, Environmental Justice and a Transit User/Provider. 

 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN  

As the agency responsible for coordinating transportation planning in nine cities, StanCOG’s long 
range transportation plans for the region are articulated within a 25-year regional transportation 
plan.  The 2014 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) was 
developed with extensive public involvement and adopted by StanCOG’s Policy Board in June 
2014.  This plan includes an assessment of overall growth and economic trends in the region, and 
provides a strategic direction for transportation capital investments.  
 
The Stanislaus region relies on funding from federal, state, and other revenue sources to support 
these transportation improvement projects.  Over the 25-year regional transportation plan, 
federal funds represent approximately 33% of all revenues based on the 2014 RTP/SCS.  Only 
projects listed in the Regional Transportation Plan’s financially constrained list are eligible to be 
placed in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for federal funding.  
 
The RTP/SCS is updated every four years to reflect the latest state and federal transportation 
laws and policies.  StanCOG’s Policy Board adopted the 2018 RTP/SCS on August 15, 2018.  This 
plan presents a strategy to accommodate the significant expected growth in the region while 
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promoting economic vitality, providing more housing and transportation choices, promoting 
healthy living, and improving communities through an efficient and well-maintained 
transportation network.  In each four year update, StanCOG strives to ensure the efficient 
movement of people and goods, while selecting transportation projects that improve air quality 
throughout the region.  

 
FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (FTIP) 

Required by law, the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) is a comprehensive list 
of transportation projects for which federal funds are anticipated or where other federal action 
such as a review for impacts on air quality is required.  The FTIP represents StanCOG’s 
investments and transportation priorities as it relates to highway, public transportation, freight, 
bicycle, pedestrian and other surface transportation improvement projects in the region.  The 
majority of the projects in the FTIP are aimed at increasing the efficiency and safety of the 
transportation network in the region.  
 
The FTIP is updated every two years and must be financially constrained by Federal Fiscal Year 
(FFY): therefore, it must include sufficient financial information to demonstrate that projects can 
be funded as programmed using committed, available, or reasonably available revenue 
resources.  By law, all FTIPs must be in conformance with air quality requirements, cover at least 
a four year period, and contain a priority list of projects grouped by year.  StanCOG’s 2017 FTIP 
was approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on December 16, 2016. 
 
The FTIP represents a consensus among local, state and regional officials as to what the region’s 
transportation priorities are, and thereby establishes the basis for the eligibility for federal 
funding.  For a project to receive federal obligation, the project must list its funding requirements 
in the FTIP.  

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

The involvement of the public is critical to successful regional transportation planning and 
programming.  When the public is engaged in the process, the feedback gathered helps assure 
projects address community needs.  Likewise, the public gains a better understanding of the 
tradeoffs and constraints associated with transportation planning. 
 
StanCOG works extensively with the public to identify and provide solutions to the community’s 
local and regional transportation priorities.  Per federal requirements, StanCOG provides the 
public with comprehensive information of their plans and an opportunity for the public to submit 
their comments.  Public participation and comments on the Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, Federal Transportation Improvement Program and 
other plans are essential ingredients that enhance StanCOG’s ability to make informed planning 
decisions regarding the current and future transportation needs in the region. 

  


